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TO WILLIAM SHORT J. MSS.

New York May 27. 1790.

Dear Sir, —A periodical headache has put it out of my power for near a month to attend to

any business, or correspondence public or private and such is my present situation that,

favorable as the opportunity is by Mr. Crevecœur, I had not meant to venture to write to

you. But the receipt of yours of Mar. 25. has decided me to try it. * * * I should not write

to you again till I should emerge. I mentioned too the footing on which stood the proposal

for my translation to a new office. It was not till the middle of February that a second letter

from the President determined me to accept it: and I left Monticello in a fort-

-night after for New York. At Alexandria friday a vessel bound for France I wrote i to you

to wit Mar. 12. Of this letter I have sent triplicates. Since my arrival here I have written

Mar. 28. Apr. 6. 7. 27. 30. sending duplicates & triplicates of some of them. The day after

the date of the last, I was taken with the illness which still confines me. In the mean time

we have been here near losing the President. He was taken with a peripneumony and on

the 5th day he was pronounced by two of the three physicians present to be in the act of

death. A successful effort of nature however relieved him & us. You cannot conceive the

public alarm on this occasion. It proves how much depends on his life. No successor at

Paris is yet named: nor is any other mission on the carpet. I wish that while you stay you

could obtain the free introduction of our salted provisions into France. Nothing would be so

generally pleasing from the Chesapeek to New Hampshire. You will see in the newspapers
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a bill for increasing the tonnage of nations not in Treaty with us to a given time & then

prohibiting their transporting our commodities. This I think will pass. In the house of

representatives there is a great majority for it. The hope I have held out of obtaining the

introduction of our salted provisions into France, has been an efficacious incitement to this

bill. A motion is now before the Senate

for having the next meeting of Congress at Philadelphia: & it is rather possible it will be

carried in both houses. In that case we shall remove to Philadelphia about the 1st of

September. I wish it may be decided in time for me to give you notice so that Petit & my

baggage may come directly to Philadelphia.

With respect to the loss of your money by Nomeny I do not apprehend there can be any

difficulty. Only take care and establish on the best testimony the case will admit, how

much of it was to be paid for public purposes, & how much was for your private use. This

being done, I suppose the principles to be well established in law which will make the first

a public, & the latter your private loss. It cannot be brought on till the settlement of your

account, & then it will be decided on, not only by Congress, but the regular judge in that

department.

You will see by the Virginia papers that Colo. Dudley Digges is dead: that Mr. Henry is

elected contrary to what has been said of his retiring &c. &c. for these papers which I will

regularly send you will convey to you all the small news I know. Madison of the College

is coming here to be made a bishop. Send me if you please the records of the Bastile

which they had begun to publish. I send by Mr. Crevecœur my alarm watch to be mended.

There is a paper of explanation with it. I send also by him about ½ doz. lb of Balsanum

Canadensa for M. Deville, which be pleased to ask his acceptance

of from me, & apologize from my sickness for my not writing. I wish, ff it be practicable,

that you could make all the paiments of rent for my house since my departure, enter into

Mr. Grand's accounts, so that I may have no occasion to place them in mine at all. Press



Library of Congress

Thomas Jefferson to William Short, May 27, 1790, with Copy, from the Works of Thomas Jefferson in Twelve Volumes. Federal Edition.
Collected and Edited by Paul Leicester Ford. http://www.loc.gov/resource/mtj1.012_0489_0497

the affairs of the Algerine redemption and write its progress continually. Present me to

all my friends as if they were here named, and be assured of the constant esteem &

attachment of Dear Sir your sincere & affectionate friend.

P.S. May 28. Last night I received your letters to me of Jan. 28. & Feb. 10. & to Mr. Jay of

Jan. 23. & Feb. 10. They had arrived at Baltimore, gone to Mr. Jay at Portsmouth in New

Hampshire, & returned here. The Packet being to sail tomorrow I doubt the possibility of

sending you the two copies of the Federalist bound. If it cannot be done now, it shall be

by another opportunity. The motion for removal to Philadelphia has been evaded in the

Senate and withdrawn. It is now moved in the other house. But probability is now rather

against it's success. The President is well enough to resume business.


